[Supportive, palliative care in lung cancer].
Despite recent advances, the prognosis of lung cancer (LC) remains poor and justifies the early introduction of palliative care (PC) and supportive care (SC). The objective of this paper is to describe the published data in this field. After definitions of PC and SC, the different types of study are depicted: randomized clinical trials (RCT) and observational studies. All the RCT (most often performed in the USA) have emphasised the importance of the early introduction of PC and SC (less aggressive treatments at the end of life, better quality of life). Observational studies are scarce. The one performed in France (ETOBSUP study) showed that PC and SC, in real life, have not reached the objectives of the National Cancer Institute. All the studies agreed that PC and SC should be introduced as early as possible in patients with LC.